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The truth being, that I work more now than I ever did in my life; and that never before have I had such a desire for independence. Rossini encouraged me by telling me he had never breathed at his ease until the day when he was certain of having bread. I am not there yet.
My suit with the "Revue" gives me many .worries. I must sustain the "Chronique," master my financial crisis, work for Werdet, and work for Madame Bechet. It is enough to die of! And, speaking literally, I am killing myself. Physical strength is beginning to fail me. If I had the money I should be on my way, for there is no other resource for me than a journey of three months, at the least.
You have not said anything to me of "Seraphita." Another month, and the true "Lys dans la Vallee" will be finished and out. In the opinion of all critics, and mine, it will be my most perfect work in style, regarding "Ssraphita" and "Louis Lambert" as exceptions.
It appears that they are making from Dantan's bad caricature a horrible lithograph of me for foreign countries, and "Le Yoleur'r has published one also. This obliges me to have myself painted, and abandon my habit of modesty. After examining the present condition of French art, and in default of your dear Grosclaude, who left me in the lurch, I have elected Louis Boulanger to portray me. As you wished for a copy of that which Grosclaucle desired to do, I ask youand fifty copies to foreign countries; he hopes to sell asdamned seller will not acceptntn arrow, but heavy with know by its description in the u Fille aux veux d'or."; and that
